GENESIS

Bereshit

An Angel Called Truth
The Bible opens with the story of the creation of the world and everything
in it. The text records that almost everything was created by God acting
alone. But when it comes to the first human, the verb used to describe
human creation is in the plural form – ‘We shall make Adam’ –
not the singular form ‘I shall make Adam.’ Who was God talking to? An
ancient midrash imagines an angelic council. We’ve told our story from
the perspective of one of the angels summoned to be part of that meeting.
As one of God’s four favourite angels I wasn’t surprised to
be invited to an important meeting. God was considering
whether to create human beings and wanted angelic opinion
on the question. I ruffled my feathers a little and prepared to
share my thoughts.
The Angel called Loving Kindness spoke first.
‘O wise and mighty God.’ She knew just how to make God
feel particularly powerful and important. ‘You are so good at
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coming up with these ideas. Just think of the acts of
kindness humans will do in the world. I vote create!’
The Angel called Truth disagreed.
‘Humans? Really? You have to be kidding. Not
humans. They’ll lie. All the time. To get anything!’
She wrinkled her nose as if God had just come up
with the worst idea ever.
In his slightly patronising way, the Angel called
Justice peered over half-moon glasses and
nodded sagely.
‘Having considered the evidence, I believe
humanity will respect basic rules of justice in
the world. I find in favour of their creation.’
Finally, it was my turn. Peace always goes last.
How painful it was to have to share my opinion.
‘Do not create humans,’ I warned God, ‘for they
will be full of violence.’
There was a momentary pause as the evidence
was considered. Two angels supported creation
and two were opposed. This was an angel standoff. Then, suddenly, God picked up the angel called
Truth and threw her down to earth.
The three of us ran forward.
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‘What have you done, God?’
‘Why did you do that to Truth?’
‘How could you get rid of Truth like that?’
We were horrified and confused – and at that moment, while
we argued about what God had done to Truth, the first human
being was created.
God said in reply: ‘Truth must forever more rise up from the earth.’

QUESTIONS:
Should humans have been created. Why?
Why might it have been a bad idea?
Was God right to fix the outcome of the
debate? How do you feel about God’s way
of ‘fixing’ it?
What is the difference between a truth which
falls down from the heavens and one which
rises up from the earth?
On the basis that we are deceitful and
violent, why did God want us? Why are we
here?
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